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BLIND PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES AND PENNSYLVANIA, 


Table showing the number of blind in the United States; also, the relative proportion to the population, &c. 
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¥ Blind. | ._ |Proportion of Proportion off Proportions of 
| aon pec blind whites colored blind colored to the 
States, | White |Colored| Total lati towhole / towhole | Whole popu- 
~ 100 | white popula.) ‘col’ d popula- lation: 
5 | : th Ppa — 5 
Maine 59| 1; 160 2497 505 
|New Hampshire | 105) 0 105 2565 Se fs 1 ** 448 
Massachusetts 218) 5 223 2737 2768 1409 1** 8&6 
Rhode Island 56 8 64 1518 1672 447 .* 27 
Connecticut | 183) 7; 195 1526 1540 1152 ao _ 
Vermont ae) 0 51 5508 5485 | tte 1317 
New York | 642) 82) 724 2650 2918 547 1** 43 
New Jersey 205} 22) 227 | 1413 1464 734 1 16 
[Pennsylvania | 475| 28, 503 2680 2758 1369 1“ 35 
‘Delaware |} 18 11, 29 2646 3205 1741 ee 
\Maryland | 147} 124, 271 1649 1980 1257 Ae. 3 
Virginia | 355| 438) 795 1527 1956 | 1180 .™ 2 
North Carolina | 223 161 384 1922 2120 1647 ee 
South Carolina 102 156 238 9442 2528 2377 2s 
Georgia 150 125; 273 1893 1979 1789 yom @ 
Alabama | 68) 48 116 2668 2800 | 2482 bAKe 
|Mississippi 25) 31, 56 24.39 2817 | 2135 1“ 2 
|Louisiana 36| 77| 113 1909 2485 1640 yg 3 
Tennessee 176) 37| 218 a 3044 3950 g*.4 
Kentucky 169] 3| 252 729 3064 2050 7h +4 
Ohio 252 6, 238 $940 3993 1596 [a 
Indiana 85 2} 87 3942 3887 1816 1‘* 94 
Llinois 35 4| 39 4037 4443 596 7 @& 
Missouri | 27 10i 37 3796 4251 2566 gery 
Michigan 5 0 3 632 7 6269 coos i **108 
Arkansas | 8 2} 10 3088 3209 2358 e+. ¢ 
Florida 3 16} 19 1828 6128 1020 3°. 3 
Dist. of Columbia | 11 8} 19 2096 | 2506 1534 | 
L ~ | sora saponeees | 2505 | 26m: | eR Pe er ae 3074) 1470| 5444 | 9650 | 1584 


Upon a review of the above table, our attention is first 
directed to the great difference which exists in the rela- 
tive proportions of the blind to the population, in the 
several states, varying from 1 in 1413 to 1 in 6327. 
The greatest proportion of blind persons being in 
New Jersey, and the smallest in Michigan. 

On comparing the proportion of the w/e blind 
with the colored blind, the difference is still more re- 
markable; the largest proportion of the former being, 
in New Jersey, viz: 1 in 1464, and the smallest in 
Michigan, 1 in 6269; while the largest proportion of 
of the colored is in Rhode Island, 1 in 447, and the smal- 
lest in Tennessee, 1 in 5950. 

In the state of Tennessee alone, is there an excess in 
the proportion of white blind over the colored, the for- 
mer being 1 in 3044, and the latter 1 in 3950. In 
South Carolina, the proportion is nearly equal, the 
whites being 1 in 2528, and the colored 1 in 2377. In 
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Alabama and Georgia, also, the proportions are not so 
different as in the other states—the whites being in the 
former 1 in 2800, and the colored 1 in 2482, and in the 
latter 1 in 1979 for the whites, and 1 in 1789 for the 
colored. In most of the other states, the excess in the 
proportion of the colored is very remarkable. 

In the whole population of the United States, the 
proportion of blind is 1 in 2363—of the white blind to 
the white population 1 in 2650, and of the colyred blind 
to the colored population 1 in 1584. 

How are these differences to be accounted for? 

Geographical position may not fully explain it, yet 
some facts in this respect are worthy of notice. 

Those states on the Atlantic coast and more fully 
exposed to the influence of the sea air, have the largest 
proportion of blind; as for example— 

Rhode Islan‘ - - 
Connecticut ~ oe 
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1 in 1526 
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New Jersey - - - 1 in 1413 
Maryland -_ - - lin 1649. 
Virginia Te 36 - lin 1527 

N. Carolina - - - 1 in 1922 

Georgia - - - 1 in 1893 

Florida - ae. 1 in 1828 
Louisiana ss - - - 1 in 1909 


The proportions diminishing as we proceed South, 
As we proceed intg the interior from the sea-coast, 
the proportions decrease still further, as for instance: 


Pennsylvania - - 1 in 2680 
Kentucky - - - 1 in 2729 
Tennessce - - . 1 in S201 
Arkansas’ - - - 1 in 3088 
Missouri - - - 1 in 3796 


Proceeding still further from the sea-coast, and ap- 
proaching those great reservoirs of fresh water, the 


lakes, a further decrease in the proportion occurs, as 
for example— 


Indiana . . . 1 in 3942 
Ohio - : - : 1 in $940 
Vermont - - - lin 5503 
Michigan (surrounded by + 60 
lakes) # s m 1 in 6327 


In those states, a portion only of whose territory is 
situated on the Atlantic, while a principal portion of 
it extends into the interior, or borders on the lakes, 
the proportion of the blind is about a medium between 
the two extremes; for instance— 


Maine - - . - lin 2497 
New Hampshire - - lin 2565 
Massachusetts - - - lin 2737 
New York - : - lin 2650 
Delaware - - - lin 2646 
S. Carolina - - - lin 2442 
District of Columbia - 1 in 2096 
Mississippi - - - 1 in 2439 
Alabama - - - - 1 in 2668 


It is probable, therefore, from 
that if a comparison were made, between the portions 
of these states situated on the sea-coast, and those por- 
tions more remote from it, the proportions of the 
blind, within the influence of the sea-air, would be 
in excess. This is verified so far as we have made the 
examination. The result is as follows: 

1, Maine.—The counties of York, Cumberland, Lin- 
coln, Hancock, Washington, Kennebeck, and Waldo, 
all situated on the Atlantic, give the aggregate propor- 
tion of 1 in 2516, while in Oxford, Somerset, and Pe- 
nobscot, removed from the sea, it is only 1 in 4101. 
Most of these last counties abound with lakes. 

2. The Atlantic counties of Massachusetts, viz. Barn- 
stable, Duke, Nantucket, Plymouth, Bristol, Norfolk, 
Middlesex, Essex, and Suffolk, give 1 in 2320; while 
the interior counties of Worcester, Franklin, Hamp- 
shire, Hampden, and Berkshire furnish only 1 in 4107. 
The proportion in Duke co. (which is an island) is 
1 in 1172, and in Nantucket co. (another island) it is 
1 in 1800, proportions still greater than in the Atlantic 
counties on the mainland. Barnstable county taken 
by itself, appears td form a remarkable exception from 
the other counties, the proportion there being only lin 
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in 14,257, while Plymouth co, immediately adjoining it 
on the North, with its whole length open to Massachu- 
setts Bay, gives the proportion of 1 in 2688; and Bristol, 
which adjoins Plymouth on the S. W. exposed to Buz- 
zard’s Bay, but watered by Taunton river and other 
streams, gives 1 in 4133. 

3. In the Atlantic counties of Connecticut the pro- 
portion is 1 in 1361, and in the interior counties 1 in 
1643. Inthe eastern counties of Virginia, extending 
from the Atlantic to the mountains, the proportion is t 
in 1370, and in those west of the mountains it is 1 in 
2045. So the southern counties of New York give 1 
in 2120, while the northern or western 1 in 2931. 
South Alabama 1 in 2484, north Alabama l in 2945. 
East Louisiana 1 in 1707, west Louisiana 1 in 2743. 

From the preceding facts, therefore, it would appear, 
as a general result, (allowing, of course, for excep- 
tions, which may arise from other local or particular 
causes) that the admixture of sea and land air, is favor- 
able, under certain circumstances, to the production of 
blindness in the U. States. How far this may be the case 
in islands in the ocean, far removed from the main land, 
we have no means of ascertaining. With regard to the 
two islands already noticed, Duke and Nantucket, it will 
be observed, that they appear to give a larger proportion 
of blind than the Atlantic counties of their state on the 
main land, and that, of the two islands, Nantucket, 
which is farthest at sea, gives the smallest proportion, 
and yet Barnstable co. almost an island, but still, con- 
nected with the land, affords a smaller proportion, with 
two exceptions, than any part of the United States 
which we have examined. Has its peninsular location, 
or the sea-faring life of its inhabitants, any effect in pro- 
ducing this result? 

Our remarks thus far have reference principally to 


| the whole population of the U. States, white and color- 
| ed; let us now make some comparison between these 


two classes. With few exceptions, the colored inhabit- 


the foregoing facts, | ants appear most liable to blindness in all the states; 


but in four of the states, thisseems especially to be the 
case, Viz: 


Rhode Island - - - lin 447 
New York - - - lin 547 
Illinois - - . - 1in596 
New Jersey - - - 1in754 


While the white blind in the same states are from 1 to 
1464 to 1 in 4443, ‘Three of these are Atlantic states, 
two of which we have placed in the first rank as favora- 
ble to blindness, the other occupying a medium, and the 
fourth, viz. Illinois, among those most exempt from 
this infirmity. We state the fact without attempting to 
account for it. 

In Vermont, New Hampshire, and Michigan there 
are no blind colored persons, but in these states the 
colored population is trifling. 

In Florida, Connecticut, Maine, Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts,the colored blind are in 


| the proportion of 1 in 1020 to 1 in 1409, while the pro- 


portions among the whites in the same states are from 
1 in 1540 to 1 in 6128. Here we have another in- 
stance of apparent peninsular effect. Florida, while 
it gives a proportion for the whole population of 
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white ana colored blind of 1 in 1828, shows a re_ | the one being along narrow strip of land, and the other 


markable difference in te two classes, giving for the 
whites the proportion of 1 blind in 6128, and for the co- 
lored that of 1 in 1020; with regard to the former, being 
second to the most favorable of any state, and with 
respect to the latter, holding the fifth rank among the 
most unfriendly. 

In the District of Columbia, Ohio, Louisiana, North 
Carolina, Delaware, Georgia, and Indiana, the propor- 
tions of colored blind vary from 1 in 1534 to 1 in 1816, 


while those of the white, in the same states, are from | 


1 in 1979 to 1 in 3994, arranged in the following order: 
Georgia, North Carolina, Louisiana, District of Colum- 
bia, Delaware, Indiana, Ohio. 

In Kentucky, Mississippi, Arkansas, South Carolina, 
Alabama, and Missouri, the colored blind are as 1 in 
2050 to 1 in 2566, while the white blind in the same 
are as 1 in 2528 to lin 4251, in the following order: 
South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, Ar- 
kansas, and Missouri. 

In Tennessee, as we have before observed, the excess 
of blind is among the white, the proportion being 1 in 
3044, while of the blacks it is 1 in 3950, 

The state in which the largest proportion of white 
blind is found, is New Jersey, being 1 in 1464, and 
those in which the smallest proportions exist, are Michi- 
gan 1 in 6269, and Florida 1 in 6128, situated at the 
opposite extremes of the U. S., one surrounded by 
fresh lakes; and the other a peninsula, nearly encom- 
passed by the ocean; and Barnstable forming a part of 
Massachusetts, another peninsula, giving the least of 
any portion of the U.S. which we have examined, 
(excepting Crawford co. Pennsylvania, ) viz. 1 in 14,257. 
The circumstances of these peninsulas are very different 














containing a considerable portion of interior country. 
The state in which the largest proportion of colored 
blind is found is Rhode Island, being 1 in 447 and 
that in which it is the smallest is Tennessee, 1 in 3950. 
The non-slave-holding states give aggregately the 
proportion of colored blind at 1 in 912, while in the 
| slave-holding states it is 1 in 1676 of the colored popu- 
lation. Those of the slave states, viz. Maryland, Vir- 
| ginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
| Mississippi, Louisiana, and Florida, situated on the 





| seaboard, give 1 in 1579, while those in the interior, 
| viz. Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas, and 
| District of Columbia, give 1 in 2626. 

It would therefore appear that under all circumstan- 
ces,the coloured population is most subject to blindness 
—that both in the Atlantic states and in those immedi- 
ately bordering on the lakes it is the most liable to it— 
and most free from it in those states remote from either 
of those extremes. On the other hand, in the latter 
states, taken aggregately, the whites are less subject to 

'blindnes than in the Atlantic states, and towards the 
lakes stillless than between the two extremes, not- 
withstanding the two or three apparent exceptions, 
which we have noticed. 

Is there any peculiarity in the physical organization 
of the coloured population which predisposes it to 
this infirmity, in those situations and under those cir- 
cumstances which are most favourable to the whites’— 
or does the difference arise from their habits, employ- 

| ments, or manner of life’—or is it the effect of other 

| diseases? 

The following table was prepared in order to ascer- 

\tain, in the absence of information which the census 


Table showing the relative proportion of the Populution in each State, over 50 years of age. 
‘.& eae oe 


| Total. {|free col’d| Slaves. | "Blacks. 




















STATES, Ke. 50 & 60.)60 & 70.70 & 80. 80 kupw. Over 50.||Over 55.;Over 55°, Over 55. 
Maine, Lin 21 jLin 34 1 in 47 ‘1 in 202 | 11 |}1 in 10 | Lin2 | 11 | 
New Hampshire, 17 23 | 45 | 122 | 8 7 Ries 8 
Massachusetts, 18 26 47 125 | 8 9 | 1 | 9 
Rhode Island, 19 28 49 | 132 | 8 8 3 8 
Connecticut, 17 - 42 123 | 8 11 2 | 11 
Vermont, 19 28 | 65 | 198 | 9 8 0 | 8 | 
New York, 24 40 | 95 320 | 12 14 | 9 | 14 
New Jersey, 21 $8] An} eee 10 | 4|- 3] 
Pennsylvania, 23 40 | 93 309 | 12 16 | 5 17 
Delaware, 21 46 | 124 494; 13 43. fo Bh op com 
Maryland, 21 “a 9 314} 12 201) RD eet ty 
Virginia, 23 39 | 92 264 12 12 be 19 18 | 
North Carolina, 22 39 | 94 270 | 12 13 | 21 | 20 
South Carolina, 23 43 | 108 | 312 3 10 | 19 9 
Georgia, 28 so} M41 | 4s 15 9 bit R ep roam 
Alabama, 30 62 | 186 | 541 18 14 | 41 |_ .40 
Mississippi, 30 | 74 | 235 786; 17 14; 42 1° 41 
Louisana, 27 57 168 443 | 16 “41° Ss 26 
Tennnessee, 26 53 135 $63 15 11 | 38 35 
Kentucky, 25 44 | 108 SAS Hn Gd 29 
Ohio, 27 48 141 479 15 16 0 17 
Indiana, 30 | 61 | 179 | 608} 18 a8 besa! ba 
Illinois, 31 78 236 807 20 17 | 32 20 
Missouri, 40 83 250 955 | 20 9 56 51 
Michigan, 30 78 316 783 | 20 2 32 22 
Arkansas, 35 81 256 1027 | 20 14 46 3 
Florida, 27 62 180 657 | 17 10 38 6 
District of Columbia, 24 53 163 437 | 14 10 | 21 1 

| oe a." 24 21 


United States, 
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only 1in 54. Although this table may be of no use in 
of the blind were not very aged—and if so, whether the| the present inquiry, yet having prepared it with some 


number of those of suitable ages to be educated, was'| labour, it is inserted, as it may be usetul for some other 
not small—and whether this infirmity might not be the| purpose: and it affords in fact an interesting view of the 
natural effect of age rather than of other causes. But we | proportionsin each state, of personsat the different peri- 
do not know that it sheds much light upon thesubject. {ods,above 50 yearsofage. At first view,it would appear 

In three of the states in which blindness among the | to indicate those states which are favourable to longevi- 
blacksis in largest proportion, it may perhaps be par-| ty—but this is not the fact: for although in the older 
tially owing to age, as we find by inspecting the table, | states the aged are in the largest proportion, they have 
that in Rhode Island 1 in 8 is over 55 years of age, | in some measure become so by the removal from them, 
in New Jersey 1 in 12, in New York 1 in 14—but in| of, principally, the younger portions of the community 
the other states, of Illinois only 1 in 20, and in Florida| to the new states. —(See table page 83. ) 


ought to have contained—whether a large proportion 








We come now to notice more particularly our own state, and therefore introduce the following table. 
TABLE OF THE BLIND IN PENNSYLVANIA, 






























































































































White pop- |Coloured| Total po-{ No of | Proportion No. of |Propo’n Total |Propor’n| 
COUNTIES. ulation. | popula- | pulation, | white [to white po- colored /|to col’d\ blind. | to whole 
tion. | blind. | pulation. | blind. |popul’n popula’n} 
Adams, 20,742 637 21,379 7 2963 0 0 7 3054 
Berks, 52,566 586 53,152 24 219C 0 0 24. 2215 
Bucks, 44,326 1,419 45,745 8 5541 | 1 1419 9 5083 
Chester, 47,911 2,999 | 50,910 rf 1782 | 4 749 31 1642 
Cumberland, 28,291 935 | 29,22 3 9430 | 1 935 4 7306 
Dauphin, 94,332 911 | 25,243 | 14 1738 | 0 0 | 14 | 1803 
Delaware, 16,062 | 1,261 | 17,323-| 6 2077 | 0 | 0 | 6 | 9887 
Franklin, 33,220 1,817 | 35,037 9 3690 | 0 0 9 38938 
Lancaster, 74,086 2,545 76,651 20 3704 5 502 25 8065 
Lehigh, 22,166 90 22,256 3 7388 | 0 0 3 7418 
|Lebanon, 20,464 93 | 20,557 9 2273 0 0 9 2284 
\Montgomery, $8,662 744 | 39,406 | 14 2762 | 2 | 872 | 16 | 2463 
Northampton, $9,290 192 | 39,482 | 13 $022 0 0 | 18 | 3037 
Perry, 14,148 113° | 14,261 2 7074 0 0 2 7130 
Philadelphia, 173,173 |15,624 | 188,797 57 3056 4 | 3906 61 3095 
Pike, 4,743 100 4,843 0 4745 1 0 1 4843 
Schuylkill, 20,508 256 20,744 5 4101 0 0 5 4149 
Wayne, 7,632 31 7,663 1 7632 0 0 1 7663 
York, 41,851 1,008 42,859 28 1495 | 0 0 28 1580 
724,173 | 31,341 | 755,514 | 250 2897 | 18 1741 268 2819 
Allegheny, 49,356 | 1,196 | 50,552 | 21 2350 0 0 | 21 
Armstrong, 17,605 96 17,701 10 1760 | 0 0 10 
Beaver, 24,044 139 | 24,183 8 3005 | 0 0 8 
Bedford, 24,076 | 426 | 24,502 gs | +3009 | 0 0 s 
Bradford, 19,664 82 | 19,746 3 6554 0 0 8 
Butler, 14,555 2 | 14,581 3 4851 0 0 S 
Cambria, 7,014 62 | 7,076 | 3 2338 0 0 3 
Centre, 18,617 262 | 18,879 | 2 9308 0 0 2 
Clearfield, 4,750 5S | 4,805 | 2 2375 1 53 3 
Crawford, 15,996 34 | 16,030 1 15,996 0 0 1 
Columbia, 19,964 95 | 20,059 | 10 1996 | 0 0 | 10 
Erie, 16,926 115 | 17,041 5 3385 0 0 5 
Huntingdon, 26,813 332 27,145 | 6 4468 | 1 $32 7 
Greene, 17,715 313 | 18,098 | 12 1476 | 0 0 | 12 
Indiana, 14,144 108 | 14,252 2 7072 0 0 2 
Fayette, 28,066 | 1,006 ; 29,172 | 23 1225 | 1 | 1006 | 24 
Jetferson, 2,003 22 2,025 1 2003 0 0 1 
Luzerne, 27,193 186 27,379 8 3399 | 0 0 8 
Lycoming, 174388 248 17,636 3 5796 0 0 3 
McKean, 1,438 1 1,439 1 1438 0 0 1 
Mifflin, 21,331 359 21,690 7 5047 0 0 7 
Northumberland, 18,033 100 18,135 4+ 4508 0 0 4 
Potter, 1,262 3 1,265 1 1262 0 0 1 
Mercer, 19,522 | 207 | 19,729 | 16 1220 | 0 0 | 16 
Somerset, 17,678 84 | 17,762 | 9 1964 | 0 o| 9 
Susquehanna, 16,714 73 16,786 | 6 2785 1 73 7 
Tioga, 8,949 29 8,978 3 2983 0 0 3 
Union, 20,738 57 20,795 8 2592 | 0 0 8 
Venango, 9,437 33 9,470 2 4718 0 0 2 
Warren, 4,683 14 | 4,697 | 3 1561 | 0 o| 3 
Westmoreland, 38,022 578 38,400 15 2535 | 0 0 15 
Washington, 41,931 853 | 42,784 | 19 2206 | 6 | 142 | 25 
585,727 6,992 | 592,719 | 225 2603 10 699 | 235 
(Total in state, 1,309,900 [38,333 11,348,283 | 475 2758 | 28 | 1369 | 503 
a nla 





The whole population of the state is 1,348,253, of | ries of the Ohio river, five on those of the Susquehan- 
whom 503 are blind, being the proportion of 1 in} na, and one on the Delaware, 


2680. 

The whole white population is 1,509,900, of whom 
475 are blind, being 1 in 2758. 

The whole coloured population is 38,333, of whom 
28 are blind, being 1 in 1369. 


The whole population of East Pennsylvania is 
755,514, of whom 268 are blind, being 1 in 2819. 

The white population of East Pennsylvania is 
724,173, of whom 250 are blind, being 1 in 2897. 

The coloured population of East Pennsylvania is 
31,341, of whom 18 are blind, being 1 in 1741. 


The whole population of West Pennsylvania is 
592,719, of whom 235 are blind, being 1 in 2522. 

The white population of West Pennsylvania 
585,727, of whom 225 are blind, being 1 in 2603. 


The coloured population of West Pennsylvania is 
6992, of whom 10 are blind, being in, proportion of 1 
in 699. 


In East Pennsylvania the proportions of blind to the 
population of the different counties, vary from 1 in 


Ss 
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Somerset lies between 


the Allegheny mountains and Laurel hill. 


The smallest proportion of blind is found in the fol- 


lowing counties. 


Crawford 1 in 16030 
Centre lin 9459 
Wayne lin 7663 
Lehigh lin 7418 
Cumberland 1 in 7306 
Perry lin 7130 
Indiana lin 7126 
Schuylkill lin 4149 
Huntingdon lin 3878 


Bradford 1 in 6582 
Lycoming 1 in 5878 
Bucks 1 in 5083 
Butler 1 in 4860 
Pike 1 in 4843 
Venango —— 1 in 4735 


Northumb’d 1 in 4533 


Franklin 


1 in 3893 


Of these counties, four are on the tributaries of the 
Ohio, six on the Susquehanna, and five on the Dela- 


ware. 


Twelve of them are embraced in the most 


mountainous districts of the state. Centre county is in 


the very centre of the mountains, and affords the se- 
cond smallest preportion in the state. 


The following counties afford a medium proportion. 


a adi ; 4 
1530, to 1 in 7663. In Western Pennsylvania from 1 or : ™ — se ; A a 
, ; rie 1 in 3408 Delaware 1 in 2887 
in 1215, to 1 in 16030. Mifflin 1 in 3100 Westmore’d 1 in 2650 

The largest proportion of blind is in Fayette county, Philadelphia 1 in 3095 Union 1in 2599 
situated in the southwestern portion of the state, be-| pedford 1 in 3063 Montgomery 1 in 2463 
tween the Laurel Hill and the Monongahela river; and | Lancaster 1 in 3065 Allegheny 1 in 2407 
having the Chesnut Ridge traversing it nearly in the | Adams 1 in 3054 Susquehan’a 1 in 2398 
centre, from N. E. to S. W.; the proportion of blind is} Northampton 1 in 3037 Cambria 1 in 2358 
1 in 1215. The next largest proportion of blind is | Reaver 1 in 3023 Lebanon 1 in 2284 
found in Mercer county, viz. 1 in 1233. This county is | Berks 1 in 2215 


situated in the N. W. portion of the state, is traversed | Of these counties, nine are on the tributaries of the 
by a principal branch of the Beaver river, and immedi- | Susquehanna, three on those of the Ohio, and five on 
ately adjoins on the south, Crawford county, in whichit | the Delaware, andone on Lake Erie 

is remarkable that the smallest proportion of blind in any | 
county of this state, or indeed of the United States, so | 


far as we have examined, is to we eee in 16,030. | | smallest proportion of blind, That counties which lie 
Crawford county is only separated from Lake Erie by | immediately between two considerable ridges of moun- 


the narrow county of meta i has the re) | tains, are among the lower or medium proportions—as 
of blind—3408, In Crawford county, is also Con-| for example, Somerset and Cambria; and that when 


neaut Lake. Warren coumy which joins Crawford their position is between mountains and some of the 
on the east, and is traversed by the Allegheny tied large streams, the situation is favourable to blindness, 
gives the proportion of 1 in 1565—while Venango | ,, Fayette, and Columbia. The counties on the 
county, which also has this river and two large branch- tributaries of the Ohio, seem to furnish larger pro- 
es passing through it, and which forms a portion of the portions of blind than those on the Suequehenne, 
boundary of elt the other three counties, rr eeipee- and those on the Delaware smaller preportions of blind 
portion of blind only 1 in 4755, Can these differences 


than on either of those rivers. 
be explained by any local causes’ 


It would therefore appear that, with few exceptions, 
| the most mountainous regions of the state give the 





The proportions of coloured blind vary from 1 in 53 


The following counties throughout the state, give | +, 1 in 3906—which last is found in Philadelphia coun- 


the largest proportion of blind. 


tv, and is less than that of the white blind in that coun- 


Fayette 1 in 1215 Chester 1 in 1642) ty, which is 1 in 3056. The correspondence between 
Mercer 1 in 1233 Washington 1in 1711} the proportions of both white and coloured in Phila- 
Potter 1 in 1265 Armstrong 1in 1770] delphia county and Tennessee, is very remarkable. 
McKean 1 in 1439 Dauphin 1 in 1805 ; : 
mT 1 in 1502 ee t  1in 1973 White Blind. Coloured Blind. 
York 1 in 1530 Columbia 1in 2005 Tennessee 1 in 3044 1 in 3950 
Warren 1 in 1565 Jefferson 1 in 2025 Philadelphiaco. 1 in 3056_ 1 in 3906 
Clearfield, 1 in 1601 


Of these counties, eight are situated on the tributa- 


The following table will show, that in some instances 
the proportion of the blind in cities and towns is some- 
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times greater, at others less than in the remaining partof | Virginia, and the iron-plating for the rails, had not ar- 


the counties in which they are situated. rived in this country. Nevertheless, by means of the 
Ci TN Rest of C°t arrangement which had been made, by the exertion of 

uly al eee est of C°ty. _ the contractors, and the unremitted attention of the re- 

Boston, Mass. - 11n5410 771 | sident engineers a large proportion of the track was in 


New London, Ct. lin 867 1052 | a condition to be travelled at the time originally con- 
Hartford . 1 in 1415 1377 templated—viz. on the Ath day of July last. The unu- 
eer Haven , 1 in 1454 1683 sual severity of the winter, which retarded the prepa- 


' ration and delivery of the string-pieces, alone prevented 


New York city and co. 1 in 2119 the completion of the whole line, at the period referred 


Albany, N.Y. - 1 in 6052 1628 | to. It was, however, in such a state of forwardness, 

3. 303.b? . 3 | that the first car passed through to within a few feet of 
vhisdelphin, — ; =: sid pices | the intersection with the Pennsylvania rail-road on the 
Reading : cat = 1952 2252 | Sth day of August. The junction being at length ef- 
Tancaster - - 1 in 1541 3446 fected, the West-Chester rail-road was opened, in form, 





Pittsburg - - 1 in 3142 2532 on the 13th day of September. Cars and horses were 
| . . . 

. P “1 9 9 | placed on the road, performing partial trips for the ac- 

Baltimore, aa. . a” — _— commodation of the neighborhood, until the first track 

Cincinnati, Ohio - 1 in 4138 = 3436 | of the Pennsylvania road was in a condition to be tra- 

Nashville, Tenn. - Lin 1391 3222 ' velled—viz. on the 18th of October: at which time an 

We had no opportunity of comparing the propor. | a!rangement was made for the conveyance of passen- 

tions of blind in the U.S. with those in other countries. | 8&T» ONCe 4 day, toand from Philadelphia, puromng 

: : ; ‘. | the rail-road from the borough to the head of the inclin- 

It has lately been stated, that i Egypt and tropical cli- | eq plane near the Schuylkill, and thence by stages into 

mates the proportion is 1 to 300, in middle Europe 1 in | the city, This arrangement, although presenting an in- 


300, and in northern Europe 1 in 900, If this be the | es line, and “no a very eer fags 

as . . _ of the advantages of rail-road communication, has great- 
ee any = highly fevored in having no grester ly facilitated the intercourse between {the city and bo- 
proportion than 1 in 2650. rough, and added materially to the comforts of travel- 


When we commenced this investigation, our object lers, when taken in comparison with the former mode 
was merely to endeavor to ascertain whether a large | of conveyance. 


. . _| , By the annexed statement from the Treasurer’s books, 
proportion of the blind were not too aged to be educa | it appears that the cost, proper, of the construction of 


ted. We had no idea of entering into so long and | the nine miles of West-Chester rail-road, is $79,492 03 
elaborate (and, perhaps, to many of our readers, te-| The cost of the fencing on the route 


div is) an examination of a subject which more proper- | amounts to 4188 85 





; : . | Buildings, cars, horses, harness, &c. 5916 36 
ly belongs to medical men; but we were induced by | Damages, ascertained a noid, 2611 82 
the remarkable differences in the proportions of the | 
blind in the several states, to trace the position of | $92,209 06 
these on the map, and thus proceeded step by step until | a Seen Seeetee —_ ee 
: : ation, 1 rages, 
we came to the conclusions which we have stated | a to the state, wd 8 ’ 939 35 


above, and to which the facts appeared, in our view at } canes 
least, naturally tolead. So far as we have ascertained | Making an aggregate of expenditures of $93,141 41 
from medical gentlemen, to whom we have stated the | a of capital stock 90 100 a0 

result, the idea of maritime influence in producing | oaraeniah receipts, , 88 95 

blindness, has not before been suggested by any writer, | Amount received for freights 

and that, therefore, a new field for inquiry is presented, | and tolls from the commenc- 

which merits attention, and which, if the opinion be ment to the 10th instant, 1,833 76 


; a | Cash borrowed, 2,500 00 
found, upon further investigation, to be supported by — 93,522 71 











facts, may lead to an important practical application. | — 
a | Leaving a balance on hand of $381 SO 
WEST-CHESTER RAIL-ROAD. it is proper to remark here, that as soon as the Penn- 


At an annual meeting of the Stockholders of the | 8¥ivania rail-road shall be in a condition to admit of a 
West-Chester Rail-road Company, held at the house of | double line of cars upon it, (i. e. torun each way both 
Samson Babb, in the borough of West-Chester on | Morning and afternoon) twice the amount of the present 
Monday the 21st day of January, A. D. 1833. business may be done, without any material increase of 

Thomas Darlington, (of West-town,) was called to | the current expenses of the company. i : 
the chair, and Eusebius ‘Townsend,appointed secretary. In the report of the last y ear, it was estimated'that 

The Directors laid before the meeting their report of | the total cost of the rail-road, including the fencing on 
the affairs and proceedings of the company, which was | the route, would amount to $83,103 38 
read, and on motion, directed to be published. It now appears that the cost of the same 


; | amounts to the sum of 83,680 88 
Second Annual Report of the Directors of the 
WEST-CHESTER RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. | Making an excess over the estimates of $577 50 











The Directors of the West-Chester Rail-Road} It was also estimated, that the expenditure for cars, 
Company, now present to the stockholders a state-}car-houses, and other buildings and appendages, re- 
ment of the affairs and proceedings of the com- quisite to put the road in operation, might amount 
pany for the Jast twelve months. At the date of the | to $6,896 62 
last report, there remained to be completed of the | Since then acar-house and stable have been 
grading and road formation, about 14,000 cubic yardsof| erected at the depot, adwelling-house and 
excavation, and near 6,000 cubic yards of embank-| stable at the relay station, with a well 
ment. A part only of the broken stone and sleepers, | and pump at each place—four passenger- 
had been delivered; the string-pieces were then all in| cars, and four burthen-cars, have been 
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procured, and six horses with the requi- 
site harness—for which have been paid 


the aggregate sum of 5,916 36 








Balance, $980 26 


Some few of the bills for the work in the interior of 
the dwelling house, and for some additions about the 
car-house, are yet unliquidated—but the whole of them 
will unquestionably fall considerably short of the ba- 
lance here exhibited. 


It is believed, therefore, that few undertakings of 
this magnitude, have been accomplished at a cost so 
near the estimate. 


The only expenditure which was not anticipated 
with tolerable accuracy, arose from the claims for da- 
mages, along the line of the rail-road. Those claims 
however,have been chiefly adjusted by the intervention 
of a respectable jury, and the awards have all been 
paid. To meet those demands, the board resorted to 
a temporary loan, in preference to calling in the re- 
maining instalment of the stock, on that emergency. 
But inasmuch as some additional works in the vicinity of 
the depot—together with an increased number of side- 
ings or out-lets, along the line—and a further supply of 


road in full and effective operation; it may become ex- 
peclient, in the course of the ensuing season, to employ 
the residue of the capital. 


At this time, in consequence of the unfinished con- 
dition of the Pennsylvania road, the operations on the 
West-Chester rail-road are necessarily imperfect and 
limited. Little can yet be done, except the convey- 
ance of passengers—and even this is restricted, at pre- 
sent, toa single trip a day, between the city and bo- 
rough: but as soon as the second track of the Pennsyl- 
vania rail-road shall be ready, (which there is reason to 
hope will be in the spring, ) measures will be taken to 
establish a double daily line of cars, for the more per- 
fect accommodation of the public. As to the addition- 
al and highly important advantage, of transporting pro- 
duce and commodities on the rail-ruad, to and from the 
city, we shall be compelled to await the completion of 
the Schuylkill bridge. This, we are assured, may take 
place during the current year; and then we may fairly 
hope to see the benefits of our enterprise fully devel- 

‘oped, and our anticipations realized. 

A number of the active and public spirited proprie- 
tors of lime and marble quarries, in the Great Valley, 
have expressed a desire for a lateral or branch rail-road, 
to intersect the Pennsylvania rail-road at a convenient 


point east of Brandywine, and connect with the West- | 
Chester rail-road on the Valley Hill, somewhat near the | 


four mile post. Such a connection would bring those 
valuable quarries within six or seven miles of the bo- 
rough, by the line of the rail-road; and if the grade at 
which such branch can be constructed, should be found | 
eligible, would be of the highest importance to this bo- 
rough and the district of country adjacent. It would | 
also communicate more directly and conveniently with } 
the trade of the Susquehanna and its tributaries. ‘The 
directors feel every disposition to extend the useful- 
ness of the work under their charge, whilst they are 
anxious to render it profitable to the stockholders— 
and to protect itas much as possible from mischievous 
obstructions and wilful damage. It appeared, there- 
fore, necessary, in order to accomplish all these objects, 
that additional authority should be given to the compa- 
ny. They have therefore applied to the Legislature 
for asupplement to the act of incorporation—as well 
for authority to construct such a branch as is before | 
spoken of, as to remedy deficiencies in the present 
charter relative to wanton injury, and interruptions of 
the free passage along the rail-road. They cannot 
doubt the readiness of that body to promote these im- 
portant objects; and when the authority shall be grant- 


cars and horses, may be necessary to place the 


ed, the directors propose to obtain all the information 
on the subject of the contemplated branch, which may 
be within their reach—and submit the whole matter to 
the revisal and determination of the stockholders. 

By order of the Board, 


WM. DARLINGTON, President. 
Attest—Wa. WILLiamson, Secretary. 
West-Chester, January 21, 1833. 


Receipts and Expenditures of the West-Chester Rail- 
road Company, from its commencement up to the 
tenth day of January, Anno Domini 1833, inclusive, 


DR. 


To Capital Stock paid in, $89,100 00 
Tolls and freight received up to Ja- 
nuary 10, 1833, 1,833 76 


Incidental receipts, 88 95 
Money borrowed of Bank, 2,500 00 


ee 


$93,522 71 





CR. 


By Cash paid, whole amount 
of grading and road for- 





mation, $383,756 64 
Sleepers, 3,494 20 
Iron, castings, spikes, &c. 12,598 20 
String pieces, hauling, 
wharfage, &c. 8,558 79 
Construction of track, in- 
cluding horse-path, ditch- 
ing, &c. 9,362 06 
Salaries and wages, 4,257 35 
Incidental expenses, 1,247 74 
Stone furnished, 6,217 05 
——-79,492 03 
Buildings, 1,555 04 
Cars and Horses, 4,309 63 
Real Estate, 51 69 
— 5,916 36 
Fencing, 4,188 85 
Damages to land, crops, &c. 2,611 82 
Hickman James, agent, $159 33 
Horse feed, 207 99 
Expenses, 240 77 
Driver’s wages, 272 93 
Discount paid, 58 24 
State of Pennsylvania, toll 
for 3 of a mile, 13 09 
———— +9 952 35 
Balance of Cash on hand, $81 30 





$93,522 71 





All which which is respectfully submitted. 
January 10, 1833. 


WM. WILLIAMSON, Treasurer. 


_It was then on motion, 


Resolved, That the chairman and secretary of the 
meeting, act as judges of the election now to be held 
for the purpose of electing seven Directors of said com- 
pany for the ensuing year. 

At the close of the poll, the votes being counted, it 


appeared that the following named persons were duly 
elected, viz: 


Ziba Pyle, 

David Townsend, 
Jonathan Valentine, 
Eusebius Townsend. 


THOMAS DARLINGTON, Chairman. 


Eusepius Townsend, Secretary. 


Dr. Wm. Darlington, 
Elihu Chauncey, 
Jonathan Jones, 


ts ¢ 
a # 
7 f 
¥ 
¥ a: x 
PAS = 
: 
a 
ie t 
"= 
4 
‘ 7 
‘ 
Par ae 
‘ € 
ae 
say \: 
sf 
ee 
Hy, 
Rs 


y 


? 


Se tes 


ai 
Mets 


x 


Sais Ge MB ESS 
Cpe nia eat os oa aun Pan 
Pee at beak Sea eee 


Se 


is ease 


sos te 


areata 


> 


AS Re 


é pag a MRS 
5 : any of Sar Poe 5 
i eee aS 
Lgemgion: RS 
+ yr Mee as Se - 


Fovigi 


ae 


se 





S8 











REPORT ON THE UNITED STATES AND STATE BANKS. 





— 





{Fesruany 














REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BANKS, | congress refused to re-charter the old bank of the U. 


In the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania, in 
pursuance of a resolution instructing them to present 
to the House a detailed report on the currency of 
Pennsylvania, with their opinions of the expediency 
of increasing the number of banks and banking capi- 
tal in the state, and the probable effect upon the cur- 
rency that will be produced by a dissolution of the 
bank of the United States, should that institution not 
be re-chartered. Mr. Leaming, chairman, 
Jan. 31, 1833. 


The committee on banks, to whom was referred, on 
the 15th inst. the resolution ‘instructing them to pre- 
sent to the house a detailed report of the currency of 
Pennsylvania, with their opinions of the expediency or 
inexpediency of increasing the number of banks and 
banking capital in the state, and the probable effect 
upon the currency that will be produced by a dissolu- 


tution not be re-chartered,” Report: 

That in conformity to their instructions, they will 
here present the result of their inquiries in relation to 
the several points submitted to their consideration, 
comprehending the present state of the currency, the in- 
JSluence upon it should the number of banks be increased, 
and the effect upon it should the present bank of the 
United States be dissolved. 

1, In regard to the present condition of the currency, 
the committee do not hesitate to congratulate the com- 
monwealth on the possession of a currency which 
unites all the requisites of a perfect circulating medium, 
consisting entirely of the precious metals, and bank 
notes convertible into them. 

The first are widely diffused and abundant in all parts 
of the states the prohibition by the legislature, of all 
notes under five dollars, having had the natural effect 
of filling with specie all the small channels of circula- 
tion, so that the committee believe that there is, at this 
moment, in circulation, far more specie in Pennsylva- 
nia than in any other state of the Union. 

The notes in circulation are not now too numerous; 
they are readily converted into specie, and they contri- 
bute to make the internal exchanges between the dif- 
ferent parts of the commonwealth, with probably less 
risk and expense, than those of any other country of 
equal extent in any part of Europe. 

The exact amount of the specie’in circulation, it is 
impossible to estimate. The proportion of the specie 
in the vaults of the banks, to the notes issued by them, 
will be seen by the following statemert, which the com- 
mittee have compiled from the last report of the Audi- 
tor General, with the addition of a similar statement of 
the bank of the United States. 

From these documents, it appears, that the amount 
of notes now in circulation from the banks in Pennsyl- 
vania, and from the bank of the United States within 
our limits, are as follows: 


Capital. Notes. Specie: 
City, $10,720,115 $4,639,544 12/$2,0235,435 74 | 
Country, 3,795,253 84) 4,598,160 99) 930,611 70 | 








14,515,568 4| 9,237;505 11] 2,954,047 44 
The bank U.S. at Pitts- 
burg and Philadelphia, 














1,687,297 oo] 2,311,618 00 


$10,924,802 11 








$5,265,665 44 


Read, | 


| In 1815, 221 state 
tion of the bank of the United States, should that insti- |_ banks, 


) S., Pennsylvania was tempted, (as other states also 
| were) by the belief that it was necessary, to supply the 
place of that institution by establishing a number of 
banks. 


| By the following statement, derived from authentic 


sources, the situation of the currency of the United 


| States, previous and subsequent to the war, will be 


| seen: 
| Capital. Notes. Specie. 
The Ist Jan.1811, 
the U.S.B’k had|$10,000,000; $5,400,000 


, $5,880,000 
| At same time 84 | 
state banks, —_| 42,510,000] 22,600,000! 9,120,000 











Totalin 1811 {$52,510,000 626,000, 0001615,000,000 
$82,620,000/$44,700,000 $17,000,000 
90,800,000} 66,500,000: 19,000,000 





In 1816, 242 do. 


| In 1820, 301 do. | 98,267,763) 39,558,870/$16,176,651 











do. U.S. bank,{ 35,000,000} 4,221,770) 3,147,977 
Total in 1820, $133,267,763)$43,780,640 $19,324,628 














From the foregoing, it appears that the amount of 
notes in circulation, in 1820, was only one million less 
than immediately before the suspension of specie pay- 


' ments; Whilst on the other hand, the amount of specie 


‘in the vaults of the banks was nearly two millions 

| greater. It will be remarked, that in January, 1816, 

the paper currency amounted to nearly sixty-seven 

‘millions, and in January, 1820, to only forty-four mil- 

lions. So great a reduction of the issues of the banks, 

could not have been effected without a corresponding 
| diminution of their discounts; and, therefore, the dis- 
| tress which occurred at that time, may be fairly traced 

'to the excessive number of state banks subsequent 

| to the dissolution of the first bank of the United States, 

‘and to their improvident issues. Those of the country 

banks of Pennsylvania amotinted, in November, 1816, 

|to four millions seven hundred and fifty-six thousand’ 

six hundred and forty dollars, and had been reduced 

‘in November, 1819, to one million three hundred and 

‘eighteen thousand nine hundred and seventy-six dol- 
lars. The disastrous effects of that policy which car- 
ried ruin into every part of this commonwealth, are 
familiar to us all. Those effects were fully and justly 

| described, in a report of a committee of the senate in 
1820, from which it will be sufficient for the present 

| purpose to extract the following passages: 

} ** Ruinous sacrifices of landed property were made at 
sheriff’s sales, whereby, in many cases, lands and 
houses have been sold at less than a half, or a third, or 

a fourth of their former value; thereby depriving. of 

| their homes, and of the fruits of laborious years, a vast 

| number of our industrious farmers, some of whom have 
been driven to seek, in the uncultivated forests of the 
west, that shelter of which they had been deprived in 
their native state. Forced sales of merchandise, house- 
hold goods, farming stock and utensils, at prices far be- 

low the cost of production, by which numerous families 
| have been deprived of the common necessaries of life, 

'and of the implements of their trade.” 

And again: “At the following session, the subject 
(the banks) was renewed with increased ardor, and a 


The knowledge of these facts, leads to the subject of | bill authorising the incorporation of forty-one banking 








inquiry, the expediency of increasing the number of banks. | institutions, with capitals amounting to upwards of 
On this subject, the committee think that the safest | Seventeen millions of dollars, was passed by a large ma- 
guide is experience, and that the history of the cur- | jority. This bill was also returned by the governor 
rency of Pennsylvania furnishes the best answer to the | with additional objections, but two-thirds of both houses 
question. The currency of Pennsylvania, as we all (many members of which were pledged to their con- 
know, became degenerated and depreciated by the | stituents to that effect,) agreeing on its passage, it be- 
multiplication of banks, but it was subsequently restor- | came a law on the 21st March, 1814; and thus was in- 
ed by the diminution ofthem. In the year 1811, when | flicted upon the commonwealth, an evil of a more dise 
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‘astrous nature than has ever been experienced by its | being injurious, may be attended with advantages to 
citizens. Under this law, thirty-seven banks went into | the community, if that increase be made according to 
‘operation, four of which were established in Philadel- | the suggestions herewith offered by the committee. A 


phia.” ; 

And here the committee would embrace the oppor- 
tunity of directing the particular attention of this house 
to the careful perusal and diligent study of the excel- 


lent messages of governor Snyder to the legislature on | 


this all-important subject, in the years 1812--13 and 
and 1813--14, which are appended to this report. 
Those documents contain, as it were, prophecies of 
events then unborn, but which to us now are matters of 
history, and of a history written in the tears and suffer- 
ings of some of the most worthy citizens of this com- 
monwealth. And as history has been justly defined 
“to be philosophy teaching by example,” may we not 
justly hope that its lessons may be eagerly conned, and 
its precepts imbibed to direct us in a crisis which as- 
similates itself'so closely to the epoch of those messages. 

This state of things continued, and its difficulties ap- 
peared to be entirely beyond the power of the legisla- 
ture to remedy, when, by the wisdom of congress, the 
present bank of the United States was established. 
That institution, by restoring specie payments, brought 
the banks of the state, as well as those of all the other 
states, back to the true standard ofcoin. In that con- 
dition it now continues, and a most important question 
is here presented for consideration and decision, How 
the currency can be best preserved in that condition? To 
the committee it appears manifest, that as a recurrence 
to the same causes would produce similar results, the 
multiplication of new banks would tend naturally and 
inevitably to bring back the disasters from which the 
‘commonwealth has been recently and happily extricat- 
ed. It will be seen by the statements exhibited, that 
the banks of the interior, great in number, but with 
small éapitals, have issued an amount of notes very 
disproportionate to their capitals, and of course pre- 


.. sent far less security to the public than do the city 


banks with large capitals. Thus, while the city banks, 
with a capital of ten millions seven hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars, have issued notes to the amount of not 
half of their capitals, say four millions six hundred thou- 


sand dollars, and have specie to the amount of nearly half | 


theirissues, say two millions thirty-four thousand dollars; 


the country banks, with a ¢apital of only three millions | 


seven hundred thousand dollars, have issued notes to 
more than the amount of their whole capitals, say four 
tnillions five hundred and ninety-eight thousand dollars, 
with specie in their vaults not equal to more than one- 
fifth of theirissues. The multiplication of small banks 
would lead still -more to increase the disproportion of 
issues, because, as the expenses of a bank with a small 
capital are nearly as great as those of a larger one, 
there is a constant necessity and a constant stimulus to 
do a large business in proportion to the capital, in order 
to cover the expenses, and thus, of course, to increase 
jts issues beyond its means. The situation of three 
banks in the county, close to and adjoining Philadel- 
phia, fully corroborates these remarks. 


eee Capital. Notes. Specie. 
Northern Liberties’ Bank $200,000}$350,580|$114,953 








Penn Township Bank 150,000} 372,825} 44,104 
Kensington Bank 125,000} 152,345; 62,247 
$475,000'$875,750|$221,304. | 





The aggregate of capital in these banks, it will be 
observed, is four hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars, while the issues are eight hundred and seventy- 
five thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, and the 
specie is two hundred and twenty-one thousand three 
hundred and four dollars; the issues are double the 


comparison of the amount of banking capital in the 
other large cities of the Union, will show that of Phila- 
delphia to be much less in proportion to her wealth, 
business, and population, than any other in the Union. 





Boston has, in banking capital, $16,127,000 
New York, do. 18,980,000 
| Baltimore, do. 11,000,000 
Philadelphia city and county, 11,397,890 


The state of trade and manufactures, population, and 
| banking capital of the city of Pittsburg, our state’s 
| western metropolis, demand from us at this time par- 
ticular attention, in reference to the application for 
another bank. 

About eight thousand wagons arrive there annually 
from Philadelphia, laden with merchandise, the value 
of which it is impossible to estimate correctly, but it is 
supposed by intelligent residents there, to amount to at 
least twenty millions of dollars. The carriage of this 
merchandise is always paid in Pittsburg, and amounts 
'on an annual average to at least twelve hundred thou- 
| sand dollars. 
| The value of the manufactures of the county of Alle- 

gheny in 1851, was estimated at three millions and a 
| half of dollars, and has since very greatly increased and 
| is continually increasing. The population of this city, 
‘its suburbs and vicinity in 1810, was five thousand, in 
| 1820 it was about eight thousand, and now it amounts 
‘to nearly twenty-eight thousand. 
| There are now only two banking institutions in this 
city, viz: the bank of Pittsburg and the Branch Bank 
lof the United States. The capital of the first is three 
| hundred and forty-seven thousand three hundred and 
| fifty-five dollars, and the latter, seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. ‘The amount of collections for 
‘the use of the business men of that place during the 
"past year, it is said by well informed persons, was up- 
| wards of three millions of dollars. ‘The exchange ope- 
‘rations of the Branch Bank for the year ending 30th 
| June, 1831, were, for bills purchased, $989,834 33 
for drafts drawn, 1,077,028 10 








Making a total of $2,066,862 43 
|» Notwithstanding the vast increase of trade, manu- 
| factures, and population, there has been no increase of 
| banking capital in Pittsburg for seventeen years! 

The committee, therefore, give it as the result of their 
‘deliberate judgment, that the legislature should be 
extremely cautious, at this time, in increasing the num- 
‘ber of banks; that our true policy is, to wait patiently 
the decision of the question in regard to the re-charter- 
ing of the Bank of the United States, and should that 

institution not be re-chartered by the general govern- 
ment; it may then be a subject for consideration, whe- 
ther a charter shall not be granted to it under the au- 
thority of this commonwealth, or in the event of its dis- 
solution, whether our true policy will not dictate, not 
'to increase the number of our banks, but to increase 
the capitals of the banks now in existence, as best cal- 
culated to afford security to the public. 

These reflections lead to the third duty of the commit- 

tee, the ex mination of the effects of the dissolution of 
\the bank of the United Stares. Of that event, the 
‘effects cannot fail to be extremely inconvenient and 
disastrous to the whole community, but particularly 
to Pennsylvania, the centre of all its operations, and 
‘the immediate witness of its benefits. After the ample 
| discussion which the subject has undergone for some 
years past, and the severe ordeal to which the institu- 
‘tion has been subjected, there 1s probably no man of 
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amount of capital, and the specie only one-fourth the | common intelligence in the United States who does not 

amount of their issues. From the very peculiar cir- | know that the financial disasters of the late war were 

cumstances of the banking capital of the city of Phila- | mainly occasioned by the dissolution of the old Bank of 

delphia, a small proportionate increase of it, instead of | the U.states;—that the multiplication of banks to supply 
Vou. XI. 2 
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its place proved more disastrous than the war itself;— | Onmotion of Mr. M’Culloh, 

that those banks involved the currency of the country Ordered, That 3000 copies of this report in the Eng» 
in a state of hopeless confusion, to correct which, the | lish language, and 1000 copies in the German language, 
general government was obliged to interfere and estab- | be printed for distribution. 

lish the present bank;—that the bank has completely} Extract from the journal of the House of Representa- 
purified the currency throughout the Union, has brought | tives, FR. R. SHUNK, Clerk. 
the system of internal exchange to a perfection superior 

to hat exists in any other country, and is the only 
control over the state banks, and of course the only 
real protection of the people from the excesses of those 
banks; and finally, that this bank is in the highest de- 
gree strong and prosperous, with a capital of thirty-five ; ; 
maillions, vith aes tebe to the ak of half ie eat Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


tal, and specie in its vaults to the amount of nine mil-| Nothing less than the most perfect conviction of my 
lions. ‘The destruction of such an institution, establish- | understanding and the strongest urgings of duty, could 
ed for the accomplishment of certain objects, which it | induce me to return, for re-consideration,a bill presented 
has effected beyond the most sanguine anticipations of | to me by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, with whom 
its friends, seems scarcely to be expected; but if it] it has been my happiness to act in unison, and with 
does take place, we think it cannot fail to deliver the | whom even to differ in opinion gives me pain. I have, 
monied concern of the Union into the hands of several | with an anxiety proportioned to its importance, and 
hundred unconnected irresponsible banks, to throw | with the deference justly due tothe constituted authori- 
back the currency into confusion, to be speedily follow- | ties which have passed it, read and carefully examined 
ed by the suspension of specie payments, and to revive | the provisions, tendencies, and probable consequences 
the system of fluctuating and depreciated paper cur- | of the bill, entitled ‘* An act to establish a general sys- 
rency, which once nearly destroyed the prosperity of | tem of banking,” and cannot approve of it; and have 
this commonwealth. accordingly directed the Secretary of the Common- 
It is this uncertainty in the value of every man’s pro-| wealth to return it to the House of Representatives, 
perty, this insecurity in the reward of every man’s la- | where it originated, with the following objections: 
bor, which is to be deplored, and, if possible, averted. | First. Because corporations are privileged orders, 
The Bank of the United States, it is believed, occupies | vested with certain rights and immunities, not enjoyed, 
the same position in relation to the state banks, which | nor, without penalties, to be exercised by the great be- 
the government of the United States maintains to the | dy of the people. And whenever an association of im 
state governments; and the destruction of the bank | dividuals are legally vested with such peculiar powers 
would, in fact, be again what it was during the late | and privileges, it ought to be either called for by the 
war, a dissolution of the monied union of the country. | general voice of the people, or be so manifestly for the 
Already the mere expectation of such an event is be-| promotion of the public weal, and beyond the accom- 
ginning to be felt in the pecuniary concerns of the | plishment of individual enterprise and ability, as to sa- 
commonwealth. This state now owes more than seven.- | tisfy the judgment, and thus secure the votes of an n- 
teen millions of debt, of which it is believed more than | disputable majority of the whole Legislative Assembly. 


half is owned:by foreigners, who have thus invested their | This objection is founded on that equality of rights, 
money in our stock on very favorable terms for us, and | 
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have thus enabled us to carry on our improvements. | 
But there is much reason to fear that an alarm already 
excited among these foreigners, by what they call 
**vacillating policy meditated by the general govern- 
ment,” and if these apprehensians of the destruction of 
the bank shall be realized, it cannot be doubted but | 
that the foreign capitalist, instead of making further in- | 
vestments in the stock of this commonwealth, will be- 
come more suspicious of the precarious nature of such 
investments, and will throw back upon us the many | 
millions of the stocks of the Bank of the United States, 
and of the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and | 
Louisiana, and selling them here at any sacrifice, ma- 
terially interfere with all the future financial operations 
of Pennsylvania and the other states. It was doubtless 
with a full view of these considerations, that the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, in two successive years, did, 
with extraordinary unanimity, urge upon the general 
government, the expediency of settling this embarrass- 
ing question by re-chartering the bank. All these con- 
siderations are still in greater force now, as the period 
approaches when these disastrous consequences draw 
near to us, 

On the whole, the committee offer to the house, as 
the result of their examination, these deliberate opin- 
i0ns: 


That the currency of Pennsylvania is now sound and 
abundant. | 


That to preserve it in that condition, it is expedient 


} 





not to increase materially the present number of banks; 


and, 

That the dissolution of the Bank of the United States | 
would so injuriously affect the banks, and all the finan- 
cial operations of the’commonwealth, that every effort 
ought to be used to avert so serious a calamity, 

All which is respectfully sub mitted. | 





ee 
a 


which is the vital principle that pervades our constitu- 
tion, gives it all its excellence, and dispenses the bles- 
sings which pre-eminently distinguish the citizens of 
the United States, 

Second. Because every objection which can be urg- 
ed against corporations generally, gathers weight and 
strength when directed against monied institutions; the 
undue inftuence of which, has often been the subject of 
well founded complaint. To wrestle with and put 
down this inftuence, new associations have been form- 
ed; applications for new charters for similar establish- 


| ments have multiplied; and in proportion as they have 


been granted, has been the multiplication of new ap- 
plications. ‘These factsapply with peculiar force to 
the city of Philadelphia, where those institutions had 
their origin, in this country; but should the system be 
enlarged, as contemplated by the bill under considera- 
tion, the evil will overspread the whole state, and it is 
much to be feared, will taint the purity of elections, and 
eventually prostrate the equal rights of the people. 
Third. Because it is questionable whether too much 
has not already been done in granting to corporations 
the privilege to coin money—a money which, not an- 
swering the purpose of foreign commerce, drains the 
country of its precious metals, and in their lieu, substi- 
tutesa currency which is without any value, except 
what is stamped by public confidence. The granting 
such an inherent right of sovereignty to individuals, 
avowedly associated to promote their pecuniary inter- 
ests, is putting it in their power to increase the circula- 
ting paper medium of the country to such an extent as 
will result in depreciation of, or a total want of confi- 
dence in bank paper: events too deplorable not to be 


deprecated by every good citizen. 


Fourth, Because the most diligent inquiries, and in- 
formation from the best sources, have satisfied me that 
the present banking capital of Pennsylvan‘a is equal te 
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the discounting all the good paper, which for many | presented to me, for my approbation, on the 9th inst. 
months has been offered, or will be offered during the | I have given to its consideration all the faculties of my 
continuance of the war in which we are engaged; and ; mind and the feelings of my heart, and I regret to say 
therefore the establishment of twenty-five new banks, | that my convictions of duty to the community, will not 
dispersed all over the state, with a capital of 9,525,000 | permit me to approve of its passage intoa law. In re- 
dollars, would, by the readiness to give credit,invite to | turning the bill, as I do, for re-consideration, I respect- 
visionary speculations; divert men from useful persuits; | fully refer the Legislature to the objections transmitted, 
damp the ardor of industrious enterprise, and conse-| March 19th, 1813, against the bill, entitled * An act 
quently demoralize the community. | to establish a general system of banking.” Those ob- 
Fifth, Because, as banks are multiplied, so will be | jections apply to the present bill with additional force, 
increased the difficulty of distinguishing real from because it contemplates the establishment of a much 
counterfeit bank notes; thus facilitating the means of) greater number of money-coining institutions; thus 
imposition upon the ignorant and unwary, and, by the spreading further and wider, the baleful effects which I 
hope of impunity, tempting more to join in committing | cannot but thirk inevitable from such an establish- 
the crimes already too prevalent, of counterfeiting and | ment. 
passing counterfeit notes. At present the variety of;  [p addition to the objections on the journals of last 
designs and signatures to our bank notes are not so di- | session, I will briefly remark, that although the system 
versified, but what an attentive observer may, with | proposed then, and this session enlarged upon, has beena 
tolerable certainty, discriminate between a genuine’ year before our fellow citizens, yet have none of them 
and counterfeit note: but if twenty-five new institutions | requested that it should become the law of the state. 
be privileged to issue paper money, each one electing | And I cannot divest myself of the fear that if it should 


its own device, mode of execution, kind of paper on | become a law, it would tend only to enrich the wealthy 


which it shall be printed, and each having its own of- and the speculator; while it would, in various forms, 


ficers to sign and countersign them, how difficult, how | heap burdens on the poor and the industrious. Permit 
almost impossible, will it be, for our citizens to know | me to hazard an opinion, that changes of law have a 


when a piece of paper purporting to be worth five, ten, | great effect in a popular government to weaken its 
or one hundred dollars, be in fact worth any of those | force, by preventing or destroying habits. A steady 


sums, or not worth one cent. z | operation g-ves force to laws, and the government ac- 
Sizth, Because, although petitions have been pre-| quires dignity and respect, in proportion to its unifor- 
sented asking the incorporation of banks in come coun- | mity of proceeding. This bill, { presume to say, wil- 


ties in the state, yet upon inquiry, I have not learned produce in society an unhappy effect. It legalizes the 


that any application for the establishment of a system, | acts of illegal associations, and thus proves the weak- 
so novel and extensive, has been made to the Legisla- | ness of the government; nay, it carries on its face a 


ture; nor has this want of expression of public wishes | warrant for the infraction of the restrictive provisions 


in favor of such a system, been made unequivocal by | therein contained, and inmy opinion goes far to encour- 
the votes ofthe Legislature. The bill was carried, as | age the infraction of all laws. 


appears, bythe jourals by a majoriy of ane in cach ei fact well asccrzined, that immense sums of pe. 
bill a majority of the whole number of tia anaealiies. | cie have been drawn from the banks in Pennsylvania 

Seventh. Because the history of all nations that have | and oa other states, to pay balarices: for ‘British 
authorized an extensive paper currency, and the expe- goods which eastern mercantile cupidity has smuggled 


rience of our own country, have furnished melancholy | into the United States. .Vhe demand for specie has in 
examples of the disastrous consequences which flow | consequence been and still: is:s0 oe that the’ banks 
from such a system. : | in Philadelphia, and in some other parts, have stopped 
Eighth, Because a time of war is an unpropitious era | discounting any new paper. » I amd pane Legisla- 
to try experiments, particularly when those experi-| ture, is this an auspicious era ta..{ry so vast an experi- 
ments may seriously affect the finances of the common- | ment? ‘shal tre: ‘inlereans:taan personnes Sceaet sate Sane 
. . ' rectly aid our internal and external enemies to destroy 

wealth, which now draws a revenue, more than equal | our funds and embarrass the government, by the erect- 
to all its current expenses, from the bank stock which | ing of forty-one new banks, which must have recourse 
2 Ninth. oe HERES eistedy imcorporated. | for specie to that already much exhausted source? 


Because, under all the circumstances, no | Lea , , : 
material injury can result from an arrestation of the bill, | Is ae 2 this yo ? etree ee i. 
until the next session of the Legislature; whereas, if it | M4 Who Delleves that a ban’ ; oe oe d 
were now to pass into a law, it might produce evils not | ener one , Is there mo Sevier 
i {eC .| for fear, a knowledge that forty-one ne r i 
° the power of a subsequent Legislature to correct: | . oneetinad capital of more than seventeen millions ‘of 
ecause an act incorporating a company for the pur- P 


pose of banking, partakes of the nature of a contract, | dollars, upon the bare payment of one fifth part, shall 


against the impairing of which there is a constitutional 
prohibition; for a provision wisely introduced into se- 
veral laws lately passed, vesting associated individuals 
with corporate powers and exclusive privileges, au- | 


‘have the right (the inclination to do so cannot be 
| doubted, under the predominant spirit of speculation) 
'to throw into circulation an additional overwhelming 
flood of paper, and thus totally destroy the remaining 


i 





thorizing a subsequent Legislature to repeal and annul | confidence in that ea tr a ™ nae Se 
such law, ifthe privileges hereby granted should at any | specie and a ruinous SE atitoee ‘es oF tl 4s 0 ne e 
time prove injurious to the community, happens, very un- | the natural a ee 
fortunately, not to have been introduced into this no-| On the ground of principle, generally, I may confi- 
vel and important bill. At all events, if I am mistaken, | dently say that industry is the only permanent source 
misinformed, or in error, the representatives of the | of wealth. It secures subsistance, and advances our 
people, upon areview of the bill, can if they think pro-| interest by slow, yet sure and regular gains, and is the 
per, give it effect, independently of executive sanction, | best preservative of morals. Not to speculation, which 
by such a majority as would unequivocally express the | this bill seems to invite; it has the direct contrary ef- 
public opinion, and designate it the law of the land. fect: depending on fixed principles, it opens a field 
SIMON SNYDER. | for the exercise of ingenuity, ever on the alert to take 
Harrisburg, March 19, 1833. advantage of the unwary in the accidental variation of 
— things. The success of the speculator by profession, 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the| tempts the farmer and the mechanic ‘to forsake his at- 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. customed honest pursuits.. Launched on the wild sea 
The bill, entitled ** An act regulating banks,” was| of speculation, ever exposed to deviations froin recti- 
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tude, his moral principle becomes weakened, and even- | does honour to themselves and their instructors; and the 


tually all sense of commutative justice is destroyed. 


anxious wish of the board is, that the society may con- 


Thus impressed as to the probable consequences of | tinue quietly and without ostentatation, to impart the 


the bill, if enacted into a law, I should betray the trust 
reposed in me by my fellow-citizens, if I were to ap- 
prove its passage. ‘To differ from the representatives 
of the people is painful to me, but to shrink from a re- 
sponsibility which I consider myself in conscience 
bound to assume, would be criminal. I decline stating 
any objections which may have arisen out of the fluc- 
tuation of opinions amongst the members of the Gener- 
al Assembly, during the pendency of the bill under 
consideration, and refer to them only tashow how the 
hopes and fears of the members themselves were raised 
and depressed, and their opinions altered, by circum- 
stances which could not at allinfluence others. 

The bill is returned for re-consideration, under the 
most perfect convictions that my duty to our common 
constituents, to the State and the Union, requires me 
so toreturnit. Duly respecting the judgmentand mo- 
tives of the Legislature, and trusting to their liberality 
in viewing my conduct, 

I remain their fellow citizen, 
SIMON SNYDER. 

Harrisburg, March 19, 1814 


PHILADELPHIA CHARITY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the Phila- 
phia Society for the establishment and support of 


Charity Schools, with the annual report of the Trea- 
surer. 


On the annual return of the period when the Board 
of Managers are to surrender the powers entrusted to 
them by the members of the Society, it becomes their 
duty to submit a brief statement of their proceedings 
for the past year. Inthe performance of this duty they 
would express the belief that it is by the continued 


| blessings of a useful education to the children of their: 
' charge. 

In relation to the boys’ department, the managers are 
| of the opinion, that under its present organization it is not 
conferring the benefits to the children generally, that 
might be attained under a different arrangement; and to. 

effect an important improvement, the attention of the 
'board has been directed for some time to this object, 
/and some progress has been made in their plans; the 
Subject is now recommended to the attention of their: 
successors. 

The property of the society in Kensington, which for: 

several years has been a source of expenditure, is now 
| likely to afford some addition to the income of the in- 
| stitution; and from the progress of improvement in that 
| district, the board believe that the time is not far distant 

when this property may be made the means of consi- 
derably augmenting their revenue. 

For a detailed statement of the financial concerns of 
the society, the managers refer to the accounts of the 
treasurer, which will be laid before you. 

Having attended during the past year to the discharge 
of their duties, feeling gratification -m the prosperity of 
the institution, and hoping that the usefulness of the so- 
ciety may continue unimpaired, they now resign their 
charge into the hands of the members. 

By order and on behalf of the board of managers, 


SAMUEL J. ROBBINS, 
Chairman, pro tem. 


| 


i 
| 





Joun B. Exrisoy, 
Secretary. 


Philadelphia, December 28, 1852. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 


The Treasurer in closing his accounts for the past 


blessing of Divine Providence upon their efforts, that | year, may inform the society, that he has received 


the interesting institution entrusted to their manage- 
ment, has continued to advance in a course of prosperi- 
ty and usefulness, which calls upon us all to express our 
gratitude to the Giver of all good, that we have been 
made the instrument of conferring upon so great a 
number of the youth of our city, advantages of which 
they cannot cease to feel the influence through life. 

‘the schools have been visited weekly by committces 
of the board, and the children examined in the different 
branches of their studies. This system of frequent visi- 
tation is considered as possessing great advantages, as 


| since his last report, chiefly from contributions, mem- 

bers, intereston loans and rents, 1925 dollars, and paid 

| during the same period for orders drawn on him by the 
board of managers, for salaries of teachers, and inci- 
dental expenses, repairs, &c. $2231 54, leaving a ba- 
lance due the Treasurer of $185 40. 

There remains uncollected, the interest on a bond of 
| 4000 dollars, since 2d mo, 16th, 1830. The property 
_on which this bond was secured having been lately sold 
| by the Sheriff, it is expected that the principal and in- 
‘terest will soon be received; also, that the bond of 





it not only keeps the board informed of the state of the George Peters, (deceased, ) for 153 dollars, with inter- 


schools, but creates a desire among the children to 
make such attainments as will meet the approbation 
of the committees, 

During the past year, the average number of chil: 
dren attending our schools has been 170 boys, and 160 
girls. There have been admitted 250 boys, and 309 
girls: and 230 boys and 316 girls have, during this pe- 
riod been discharged. The whole number now belong- 
ing to the schools is 240 boys, and 239 girls, 

The whole number of children who have received 
the ,bencfit .of the institution since its foundation, is 
9390. 

The good order and discipline maintained in the girl’s 
schools, has been a source of much gratification to the 
board, and the progress made by many of the female 
scholars in the attainment of “useful learning” is highly 
creditable to their instructors. 

In an institution like ours, founded for the purpose of 
imparting such instruction to the children of the poor, 
as the time they can allow before their apprenticeship 
will afford, the managers cannot be expected to nar- 


rate instances of extraordinary attainment, but they | 


feel a pleasure in stating that several of the pupils who 


have left the schools during the past year, and others | 
still remaining, have given evidence of such progressas | Thiladelphia, 1 mo. 1st, 1833. 


est from 9th mo. 26th, 1831, and Griffith Owen’s bond, 
balance of principal and interest amounting to about 50 
dollars, have been placed in the hands of an attorney 
for collection. Six months’ rent of the house in Fifth 
street, due 10 mo. 24th last; as also 100 dollars, cellar 
rent due since 1830, remain unpaid: also 45 dollars, in- 
terest on bond due 11 mo. 29th last. The Treasurer 
expects all the above will be received duriug the pre- 
sent year, except the cellar rent $100, and the amount 
of George Peters’ bond, both of which claims he con- 
siders doubtful. 

There has been no change in any of the securities of 
the society during the past year. The investments of 
the funds of the society in real estate and capital stock, 
amount at present to $37,769 09, of which an income 
will probably be derived for the present year, viz. 








Bonds, &c. $21,593, yielding $1274 00 
' Real Estate, 16,176 91, yielding 600 00 
To which add annual payments of members 190 00 
| Making the probable income for 1833, $2064 00 


GEORGE PETERSON, 
Treasurer, 
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From the Mauch Chunk Courier. These are the prominent features and aspects of this 
MAHONING VALLEY. district of country, which but a few years ago was a 
| dreary wilderness, and the scene of the most agonizing 
Mr. Eprror: | human suffering, caused by the barbarous acts of the 
I will now, in conformity with your request, after! vengeful savages. 
some delay occasioned by the want of information which | The burning of the missionaries of the United Bre- 
I could not at once obtain, undertake to furnish you | éhren at Gnadenhutten, together with a few incidents 
with a brief description of the present appearance and | which occurred in this immediate neighborhood during 
condition of the place where the Gilbert family * were | the Revolution, are matters worthy of record, and shall 
taken captives, and also of the surrounding country. I | be given in detail in a future communication, as soon as 
regret however, that the task had not been undertaken | time and circumstances will permit. Ww. 
by some one more accustomed to writing, and better East Penn, Jan. 17, 1833. 


acquainted with this section of country, its early histo-| wy py forgot to mention in the proper place, that 


rY oe er a siling and improve- the family of Benjamin Peart did not live on the same 
ments of the Gilbert family, and which witnessed the pene Where Denjemnan Sebeet Meee, yak eet aes 


scenes of their misfortunes, there are at present a grist- | ms oe es — ne ms "oh. ae —- 

> - 
mil, sawmill, and an oibmil together with an old TG, from the same, on thesouthside, | Mr. Hobert Me 
log cae a <ost m  Naeaoe oer oct trees and several grafted apple-trees are still there, 
ago, and which are the only building remains from the | Se eee Sania aay ae mene Sree 
time of Gilbert. The premises are now occupied by | grafted by Benjamin Peart. There are also some ap- 


Mr. Septimus Hough. All the buildings are situated | ple-trees on the Gilbert place at Mr. Hough’s, that were 


























ala ; : 

on the north side of Mahoning creek, on an elevated brought and planted there by that’ family. ¥- 

bank about forty perches from the main road leading SS 

from Lehighton and Weissport to Tamaqua, and about | From the Philadelphia Gazette. 

four miles from the former villages. + PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Mahoning valley, through which the creek of the t 

same name winds its course, averages about one and a Thursday, Jan. 31, 1833. 


half miles in width, from the foot of Mahoning moun-| _ SELECT COUNCIL.—A communication from Sam’} 
tain, to the foot of Summer Hill, and extends from the | Comly, was received and was referred to the Girard 
river Lehigh at Lehighton, to the Little Schuylkill, | Commissioners. . ay: 

about four or five miles below ‘Tamaqua, a distance of | The following communication from the Executors of 
fifteen miles. The country is pretty level, containing Stephen Girard, was received. 
good tillable and some fine timbered land, which is} {> the select and Common Councils of the city of 
densely settled by German farmers and mechanics. | Philadelphia. 

There are now five grist-mills, one oil-mill, and thirteen | ' 

saw-mills in this valley, and a road on each side of the | _The undersigned respectfully lay before the. Select 


the creek and the river Lehigh, and about four miles | E f a 
from the place of the captivity of the Gilbert family. -xecutors of S. Girard. 


| JOHN A. BARCLAY, 
These two mountains form another valley of about a | Philadelphia, Jan. (1 mo. 29) 1833. 
| 


, . 4% G 
creek through the same, leading from the Lehigh to | 8% Common Councils, the annexed copy of a commu- hy 
the Schuylkill, which ons res by en ees | nication received from the Trustees of Stephen Girard’s ae 
roads for the better accommodation of the inhabitants, Bank. . ae 
all of which are kept in good passable order. If Councils shall assent to the proposed arrangements, ae 

On the south side of Mahoning mountain, é. e. be- | the undersigned will contribute, on their part to carry ae 
tween the Blue and Mahoning mountains, there is like- | '* promptly and faithfully into execution: ae & 
wise a stream called Lizard creek, a stream of about the | TIMOTHY PAXSON, “ie ¥ 
same power as Mahoning creek, along which are also THOS. P. COPE, 4h 
several grist and saw-mills, as well as an extensive ma- | JOSEPH ROBERTS, é - 
nufactory of bar iron, + two miles above the junction of | W. J. DUANE, i 


mile in width, and of the same length as Mahoning val- 
Jey, which is also thickly settled by German farmers, | January 23, 1833. 5 

&c. An excellent road passes through Lizardcreek | “The peculiar situation of some of the Trustees of 
valley, (the accepted name for this valley,) from the | the Bank, rendering it embarrassing to them, to fix the 
Lehigh to Mc Keansburg and Orwigsburg, in Schuyl-| compensation to be charged for the execution of the 
kill county; several mail roads also crossing the Blue | trust, it was believed by the board, that it would be 
mountain and lead from these valleys to Allentown, | most expedient to appoint three gentlemen of the law 
Kutztown, and other places, The two valleys are con- | to determine after a careful examination of the accounts 


nected by several roads crossing Mahoning mountain, | and transactions of the Trustees, the compensation to 

upon which are also many farms cleared and improved; | be charged by them: 

the land being of the same nature as in the valleys. | Whereupon it was resolved, That the Cashier be di- 
There are a number of English, and a few German | rected to inform the Executors of Stephen Girard, that 

schools in these valleys, and two neat Churches on the | the Trustees will agree to refer the quest'on of compen- 

summit of Mahoning mountain, about six miles apart, | sation, to be charged by them, to the determination of 


which are well situated for the convenience of the citi- | John Sergeant, Horace Binney and Charles Chauncey, 


zens of both valleys. These churches belong exclusive- | Esquires, whose decision shall be final, if such be ap. 
ly to the Lutheran and German Reformed congregations, | proved by said Executors,”—Extract from the Minutes 
the only established sects now existing in the neighbor- E 
hood. 
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‘‘STerpHen Grnarp’s Bank, 2 


’ Messrs. Groves and Massey presented remonstrances 
against lighting the city with Gas, which were referred 
| to the Committee on Gas 
j . 

“See the account of their captivity in Reg. vol. 3. p.| Mr. Neff offered the following resolution, which was 
314. | adopted. 
¢ These villages have both been built since the time | Resolved, That the Presidents of Council be request- 
of Gilbert. | ed to acknowledge the receipt of the communication 
+ Balliet’s Forge. from the Executors of Stephen Girard, dated January 
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29th instant, and to state in reply that while the Coun- 
cils do not see any thing objectionable in the course 
proposed, they do not feel themselves at liberty to be- 
come in any degree parties to the questions which are 
to be settled between the Executors and Trustees. 

Mr. J. P. Wetherill presented a petition from Griffith 
£vans and George Pepper, in relation to a culvert in 
Arch street, which was referred to the Paving Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Massey as Chairman of the Committee reported, 
An Ordinance, fixing the salaries of the Mayor and Re- 

corder of the city of Philadelphia, the City Treasurer, 

City Clerk, Clerks of Councils, and Messenger, 

which was laid on the table: 

Mr. Massey offered the following resolution which 
was laid on the table. 

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils, That 
the City Solicitor be requested to take the necessary 
measures for causing Cherry street to be opened from 
Schuylkill Fifth street to the river Schuylkill, as early 
as practicable. 

The following communication was reccived from the 
Commissioners of the Girard Trusts, which was laid on 
the table. 


To the Select and Common Councils ofthe city of Phi- 
ladelphia. 


Office of the Board of Commissioners of the Girard 
Estate, Jan. 31, 1833. 


Ata meeting of the Board held on the 26th inst. the 
following preamble and resolution submitted by Mr. 
Troth, was read and agreed to: 

Whereas, the Councils of the city of Philadelphia ha- 
ving accepted the important trusts committed to them 
by the willof the late Stephen Girard, and thereby as- | 
sumed great responsibilities, and whereas, the diversity | 
of duties and extent of interests which consequently | 
devolve upon the Corporation, are many and great and \ 
requiring nice discrimination to avoid conflicting infer- | 
ences from the wording of the will, and whereas, an er- | 
ronéous interpretation of this instrument might involve | 
the Corporation in difficulties, and subject it to much | 
reproach—to avoid these evils it becomes of the utmost | 
importance to have the ablest legal advice on all oc- | 
easions of doubt in relation to this great trust. Therefore | 

Resolved, That this Board recommend to Councils | 
the passage of the following resolution, viz: _ 

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils, that at | 
the first stated meeting of Councils in the month of Fe- 
bruary next ensuing, they will joint in meeting proceed | 
to elect by ballot, a Counsellor to the Girard Estate, to | 
whom the Councils, the Commissioners of the Girard 
Estate, and the Trustees of the Girard College shall ap. | 
ply whenever they may deem it necessary to have le- 
gal advice to enable them to discharge faithfully and | 
correctly, the duties of the trust devolving on them, 

From the minutes. 

MORGAN ASH, Secretary. 


A communication from Good Will Fire Company 
asking the use of the City House, was received, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Fire Companies, 

Mr. Massey offered the following resolutions which 
were laid on the table. 7 

Whereas, it appears from an examination of the ac 
counts of the Watering Committee, that the sum of two 
hundred and one thousand six hundred and thirty-three 
dollars and forty-seven cents, has been expended for 
Permanent improvements, and expenses incident to the 
Water Works, such as iron pipes, iron mains, distribu- 
tion, reservoir, wheel and pump, for and during the 
years 1829, 1830, 1831, and 1852, as per statement 
herewith, and deducted from the income arising from 
the Water Rents in those respective years; and the Per- 
manent improvements are not only for present benefit 
Lut also for the benefit of prosperity, and 

Whereas, it would appear that the citizens are now 


SS 
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taxed for the whole amount of the interest of the debt 
contracted for the water works, amounting the present 
year to $71,611, and it is but reasonable and right that 
the balance of the income should be appropriated for 
the liquidation of the interests for water loans contract- 
ed by the corporation, after providing for the annual 
appropriation by ordinance to the Sinking Fund of 
$14,000, towards the extinguishment of the debt as it 
shall become due; together with the incidental expenses 
of the water works, therefore, 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the Watering Committee be, and they are hereby re- 
quested to place to the credit of the Tax Fund annually 
hereafter, in addition to the $14,000 already appropri- 
ated by ordinance, to the Sinking Fund, from the wa- 
ter rents for each year, after deducting the incidental 
expenses and salaries incurred in behalf of the works, 
and that in future, the expenses for permanent improve- 
ments shall be borrowed by the Watering Committee, 
at such times and in such sums as Councils may deem 
expedient. Be it further 

Resolved, That an ordinance be reported at the next 
stated meeting of Councils, authorizing the Mayor to 
borrow as early as practicable under the direction of 
the Watering Committee, one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, being in part of the sums expended during the 
years of 1829, 1830, 1831, 1832, for permanent improve- 
ments,and that the deficiency, if any m their accounts for 
the year 1832, be deducted from the amount of the sum 
so borrowed, and the balance passed to the cre- 
dit of the tax fund for the year 1833, and that the pre- 
mium obtained on the said loan, shall be passed to the 
credit of the Sinking Fund, and that the loan shall not 
be redeemable in a less period than twenty years, 
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, Reservoir. Repairing. Damages. Iron Pipes. Total. 
Works. | 
81,180 06 


Fai. Mount 
4,640 63 


Salaries 


Iron Main. 


Distribution. Incidental. Water Power. 
5,213 51 


Wheel and 
Pump 


Years. 





35,660 84 


210 07 3,741 09 
56 25 


367 20 
343 18 


4,655 24 


3,125 00 
3,125 00 
$,211 25 


1,528 76 57,518 39 


1,433 40 


180 17 


1829 
1830 
1831 


63,009 57 


12,022 82 
34,693 80 
99,468 55 


7,882 81 


5,627 82 


555 72 


4,613 84 
5,075 02 


65,195 58 


245,046 05 


1,537 10 


6,692 31 
20,767 46 


6,157 27 


12,903 23 


3,240 00 


4,699 62 982 00 1,500 00 
5,896 46 5,373 74 343 76 1,566 33 4,866 41 
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1832 


710 38 226 32 79,926 26 


12,701 25 29,328 95 


62,384 80 


10,596 08 20,274 11 2,061 65 6,028 49 
Cash paid for the above purposes by the Watering Committee during the a 





foresaid years: 


3,027 61 
1,118 55 
1,072 10 


wing years, 


Old materials, 
do. 
do 


and old Materials during the follo 


52,313 17 
58,918 27 
65,694 62 


Received for Water Rents 
Waterrents, 
do, 
do. 


1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 


1,175 29 
§,523 75 


$11,917 30 


do, 
Steam engine, 


73,019 81 


do. 
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Mullin presented remonstrances against gas, which weré 
referred to the committee on gas, 

A communication from John Warner respecting 
the lease of a lot on the W. side of Schuylkill for 10 
years, was received, and was referred to a joint com- 
mittee of two members of each council, and Messrs. 
Morris, Elliot, Worrell, and Eyre, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Chandler presented the following communica- 
tion from N. Gevelot, which was referred toa joint 
committee of two members of each council, and Messrs. 
Chandler, Gowen, Groves, and Neff, were appointed 
the committee, 

Philadelphia, Jan. 31, 1833. 
To the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia, 

Gentlemen: Permit me to call your attention to the 
accompanying model in clay, of the late Stephen Gi- 
rard. It has been my happiness to have succeeded in 
this instance in producing a likeness very characteristic 
of this great benefactor of the city, and it would give 
me much pleasure if you would authorise the execu- 
tion of a statue in marble from this model. I have esti- 
mated the cost to be about $9,000, and I can safely 
promise that two years will be sufficient time to com- 
plete a statue in every way worthy of the arts of this 
| city. 

Should you, gentlemen, think favorably of the model 
now presented for your inspection, I propose to you 
to execute a statue of 7 feet in height, of the best 
marble, for the sum abovementioned. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t. 

| N. GEVELOT. 

Mr. S. Wetherill offered the annexed resolution, 

| Which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That a book for the purpose of having re- 
corded in it, all articles that may be required for the 
use of councils, or any committee appointed by them, 
| be kept in the office of the city treasurer, and that in 
| the examination of accounts furnished for articles so 
Fe that the book so kept shall be necessary to 
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the passing of the accounts before the committee. 

Mr. Huston offered the annexed resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the committee on the accounts of the 
City Commissioners be directed to inquire whether any 
alterations are necessary in the present organization of 
that board. 

Mr. Morris called up for consideration the resolution 
attached to the report of the committee relative to the 
navigation of the river Schuylkill, which was adopted 

| by both councils, 

Mr. Chandler, as chairman of the committee, made a 
| report and resolution, which were agreed to, for pay- 
| ment of expenses incurred by the eulogy on C. Carroll, 

Mr. Lapsley offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the committee of ways ahd means be 
| requested to inquire into and ascertain if any and what 
| change may be made in the system of the collection and 

disbursement of the city revenues, in order to a de- 
crease of the onerous taxes now levied. 


AN IMPORTANT INVENTION. 


Mr. Stephen Ustick of this city has recently obtained 
letters patent for a Saw which he has invented, and 
| which, from the evidence we have seen of its capabili- 
| ties, we are inclined to believe a most important labor- 
| saving machine, This invention consists of pairs of 
| knives or side cutlers, which project a very short distance 





The Select Council concurred in a resolution rela- | below the points of the common teeth, in the saw, so 
tive to the appointing of a committee to adopt a sys- | that as the saw is moved to and fro, either through a 
tem for settling the accounts of the City Commission- | log or across it, the knives or cutters penetrate the 
ers, which was passed by the Common Council at their | wood with great facility, and are followed immediately 
Jast meeting. 


COMMON COUNCIL,—Messrs. Chandler and Mc- | tween the kniyes with a degree of despatch and quick- 


by the common teeth, which rip out the wood left be- 
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ness which is truly surprising. We believe a cross-cut 


saw can never be used hy one man only in cutting a log 
for a saw-mill, but that two are necessary; and even 
then the labor is slowly and painfully performed. But 
with Mr. Ustick’s improvement, one man will, with the 
utmost ease, cut through a two foot butt in about half 
the time required for two men with the common cross- 
cut saw. We have seen this done, and of course speak 
from personal knowledge. The fact of itself proves 
that instead of two men being needed, one only will do 
double quantity of work, making, in fact, the labor of 
one man with this saw equal to the labor of two men 
with the ordinary tool. Besides this its other advantages 
are so numerous, that we shall endeavor to arrange 
them under proper heads. 

First—Common saws may be readily altered to the 
patent saw, thus enabling persons who desire the im- 
provement, to procure it without sacrificing a good 
saw already onhand. The cost of altering a common 
saw would be very small, while its capacity to turn out 
work would be increased two fold. 

Seeond—The knives or side cutters, when used in 
cutting up green timber, cut with so much keenness and 
regularity as to leave no furze on the board, which 
furze all lumber men know to be a great disadvantage. 
The surface of the boards are delivered from the mill 
so uniformly smooth, as to be fit for flooring without any 
further planing, beyond what is usually given after the 
floor is laid. Seasoned logs are also cut equally well, 
but not quite so rapidly. 

Third—The teeth of the saw are made much after the 
fashion of a chisel, by which a ripping operation is given 
to the whole machine, accounting for the rapidity of its 
movements, as well as for the facility with which one 
man only can drive it. 

Fourth—In lumber districts, where labor is generally 
high, each saw of Ustick’s patent is equal to two of the 
present kind, thus enabling the owners of saw-mills to 
get out-as many logs as they can possibly want, at the 
same time saving large sums weekly in the hire of hands, 
while their mills are rendered far more productive. 

Fifth—Lumber havin the smooth surface given to it 
by this saw, will sell more readily, and will also com- 
mand a higher price in the market. The advance 
thus realized on one-fourth of a common raft will repay 
all cost of introducing the improvement. 

Sixth—The cost of this saw is so little as to be within 
every body’s reach—it gets out of repait no sooner than 
ordinary saws, nor is it more liable to injury from acci- 
dents, while itis kept in order with very little addi- 
tional trouble. 

These are the most important advantages of Mr. Us- 
tick’s invention. The patent was taken out only in 
August last, and within but a few weeks have any ef- 
forts been made to bring it before the notice of the pub- 
lic. Mechanics interested in the improvement, have 
seen its operation in this city, and pronounce it a most 
valuable discovery. 

Mr. Ustick has put up one saw at his room, No. 86 
South Third street, where the public are invited to call 
and witness its operation, which the inventor illustrates 
by cutting through a stiff log, with one hand, ina twink- 
ling. In the various lumber districts of this and other 
states, this saw will be found a most important acquisi- 
tion. The dense forests of our country, already disap- 
pearing before the axe of the woodman, will melt away 
with four fold rapidity through the agency of this sim- 
ple yet very complete instrument.—Sat. Bulletin. 


INDIAN VESTIGES. 
Vestiges of the aboriginal tenants of the soil which 
we now occupy, are occasionally discovered by the 
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the perfidy and cupidity of the early white settlers, or 
perchance, while prowling upon the borders of the 
settlements, eager to avenge some real or supposed in- 
Jury, has been taken off by the well aimed shot of the 
rifleman, watchful for the protection of his women 
and children against the murderous tomahawk and 
scalping knife. They are interesting too, as indications 
of the rude arts which were practised by the Indians of 
this country, before the foot of a white man had mark- 
ed the sand on the river’s beach, or his voice had wak- 
ed the echoes amongst the everlasting hills. 

An oak was recently felled by Messrs. Valentine 
and Thomas, on the north side of Muncy Mountain, 
Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, which was found, up- 
on counting the growths, to be 460 years old, and to 

ave been marked by a cutting instrument 390 years 
ago, the age ofthe tree being about 50 years. The 
instrument used in making these marks, was probably 
a hard stone carved or ground into a shape, bearing’ 
some resemblance to our axe, but much smaller in size. 
Such instruments have frequently been found since 
the settlement of this country by the whites. 

That the marks made upon this tree at the early pe- 
riod just mentioned, were with a sharp instrument 
wielded by the hand of man, an examination of the sec- 
tion of the tree, which has been preserved, will at once 
make perfectly manifest. LOGAN. 

— Bellefonte Patriot. 





LIST OF DEAD. 
Buried in the Common Burying ground last year. 
16 


Adults, 
Children, 15 
Dead buried in St. Stephen’s Church Yard. 
Adults, 2 
Children, 1 
In the Presbyterian Church Yard. 
Children, 1 
In Moses Wood’s burying Ground, 
Adults, 1 
Total, 36 
Of these are inhabitants of this Borough, 
Adults, 
Children, 10 
The others are from the environs of this town, and 





| strangers. 

| Coloured people, none buried last year in this place. 

| JOHN M. KIENZLE, Sexton. 
Wilkesbarre, Jan. 1833. 
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The present number contains the tables and remarks 
on the Blind, which we promised some weeks since. 
| We trust they will be interesting to many of our rea- 
|ders. ‘To those who are projecting an establishment 
of the blind in this city, they will afford information 
such as can be derived, we believe, from no other 
;source. What physicians may think of the views we 
have taken, time must determine. 





An able report on Banks made by Mr. Leaming to 
the Legislature, is also inserted this week. We are in- 

| debted to Messrs. Burden, Keating, and Miller, for the 
| reports on the Penitentiaries, Revised code, and on the 


husbandman, or the miner, in turning up the earth, or | effects of Manufactures on Agriculture—which will ap- 


by the woodman, in felling the ancient oak of the forest. 

Such vestiges are interesting, as melancholy remem- 
brances of the Red man, who has been driven by the 
encroachments of civilization, to seek other hunting 
grounds in the ‘* far West,” or has fallen a victim to 


| pear in due season. 





| The weather has been severely cold for a few days. 


| Some ice is in the Delaware —and the Schuylkill closed 
by it. 





